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United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 
 
This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts.  See instructions in National Register 
Bulletin, How to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form.  If any item does not apply to the property being 
documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable."  For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only 
categories and subcategories from the instructions.   
 

1. Name of Property 
Historic name:  Downtowner Motor Inn________________________________ 
Other names/site number:  N/A_______________________________________ 

      Name of related multiple property listing: N/A 
      ________________________________________________________________ 
      (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Location  
Street & number:  717 Central Avenue NW______________________________  
City or town:  Albuquerque   State:  NM   County:  Bernalillo   Zip Code:  87102 
Not For Publication:   Vicinity:  

____________________________________________________________________________ 
3. State/Federal Agency Certification   
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,  
I hereby certify that this   X    nomination ___ request for determination of eligibility meets 
the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic 
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.  
In my opinion, the property   X    meets ___ does not meet the National Register Criteria.  I 
recommend that this property be considered significant at the following  
level(s) of significance:      
 ___national                  ___statewide           _X_ local  

  Applicable National Register Criteria:  
_X_A             ___B           _X_C           ___D         
 

 
    

Signature of certifying official/Title:    Date 
______________________________________________ 
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 

 
In my opinion, the property        meets        does not meet the National Register criteria.   
     

Signature of commenting official:    Date 
 

Title:                                     State or Federal agency/bureau 
                                                                                         or Tribal Government  
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
4. National Park Service Certification  

 I hereby certify that this property is:  
       entered in the National Register  
       determined eligible for the National Register  
       determined not eligible for the National Register  
       removed from the National Register  
       other (explain:)  _____________________                                                                                    

 
                     
______________________________________________________________________   
Signature of the Keeper   Date of Action 
 
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
5. Classification 

 Ownership of Property 
 (Check as many boxes as apply.) 

Private:  
 

 Public – Local 
 

 Public – State  
 

 Public – Federal  
 

 
 Category of Property 
 (Check only one box.) 

 
 Building(s) 

 
 District  

 
 Site 

 
 Structure  

 
 Object  

 
 

 
 

x
 
   
  

 
  

 
  

x
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 Number of Resources within Property 
 (Do not include previously listed resources in the count)              

Contributing   Noncontributing 
______1______   ______0______  buildings 

 
______0______   ______0______  sites 
 
______2______   ______0______  structures  
 
______1______   ______0______  objects 
 
______4______   ______0_______  Total 

 
 
 Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register ____0_____ 
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Function or Use  
Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 Domestic:  hotel_____ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 

 
Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 Domestic:  hotel_____ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 
7. Description  

 
 Architectural Classification  
 (Enter categories from instructions.) 
 Modern Movement:  International Style 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 

 
 
Materials: (enter categories from instructions.) 
Principal exterior materials of the property:  Stucco, Concrete, Metal, Glass   

 
 
 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property.  Describe 
contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that 
briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, 
method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has 
historic integrity.)   
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Summary Paragraph 
 
The Downtowner Motor Inn is located in downtown Albuquerque at Central Avenue and 8th 
Street, with its main (west) façade facing the leafy, triangular-shaped Robinson Park.  The motel, 
completed in 1965, is constructed of a concrete frame and infilled with concrete block.  The 
International Style building is a rectilinear block with a flat roof, six stories in height, with a 
lobby level and five upper stories of back-to-back identical, rectangular-shaped rooms.  Guest 
rooms are accessed by open walkways on the east and west sides.  Breezeways that include the 
elevators, pass through the center of the building.  The motel includes porte-cochere entrances on 
the main façade and Central Avenue.  The International Style, which is apparent in its overall 
form, also includes scalloped reinforced-concrete entrance canopies in the curvilinear 
Expressionist style.  The motel, when completed, included a mural of Native American symbols 
on the south (Central Avenue) façade, an element of regionalism not usually seen in the 
International Style.  Since its completion, the motel has been altered with the addition of Post 
Modern-style applied ornament that obscures the main entrance and south façade, resulting in the 
loss of the original murals. The balcony railings, fenestration, and interior finishes have also 
been altered.  The property includes the historic pool, fountain, and parking lot. 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
Narrative Description  
 
The Downtowner Motor Inn is located in downtown Albuquerque on Central Avenue in 
Albuquerque, Bernalillo County, New Mexico.  The Downtowner, designed by architect James 
L. Burk of Burk and Beaty Architects of Memphis, Tennessee, is six stories and supported by a 
reinforced-concrete frame.  The motel includes basic rectilinear massing, a flat roof, and an 
emphasis on modern materials, which characterize the International Style.  Guests entered the 
lobby through two porte cocheres covered with Expressionistic canopies.  Like a traditional 
motel, guests accessed their room from open walkways, avoiding the congestion of the lobby.  
The five stories of metal walkway railings are the most visible feature of each guest floor. 
Elevators are located in glazed breezeways. The motel is notable for its size; it is taller than most 
motels in the city and its number of rooms competed with larger downtown hotels. 
 
The main (west) elevation is the broadest façade with and off-center entrance that fronts on 8th 
Street and Robinson Park. The first floor includes the main entrance, which is flanked by glass 
block and covered with a scalloped concrete canopy. The upper floors include exterior concrete 
walkways with metal railings on the east, west, and north sides. These walkways provide access 
to the guest rooms on the east and west sides. The polychrome railings feature painted-porcelain 
panels and contemporary painted-metal panels. The upper floors of the west façade are twenty-
five bays, or twelve rooms wide. The central bay is highlighted by a full-height Post Modern-
style exterior foam insulated stucco (EFIS) treatment that includes pilasters and a cornice. This 
treatment is hung from the roof and floor slabs. A drive-through at the north end of the west 
façade allows cars to pass under the building to the entrance to the underground garage at the 
rear.  When completed, the breezeway above the main entrance was visible and the motel had 
unbroken lines that accentuated its basic rectilinear form.  
 
The narrow south elevation on Central Avenue features a porte cochere covered by a scalloped 
concrete canopy. A concrete-block wall blocks access to this entrance. When completed, the first 
floor and that on the main façade had glass storefronts. The south upper wall is a windowless end 
wall. The plain wall is divided into three bays, with a full-height Post Modern-style EFIS 
treatment, like that on the main façade, in the center bay. This treatment was glued to the pre-cast 
concrete panels and damaged the mural of Native American symbols, which were also cast-
concrete and integral to the façade.  Walkways behind the façade connect the walkways on the 
east and west sides.  
 
The north end wall is windowless. This façade, like the main façade, is defined by the walkway 
railings, which also wrap around the east facade. Single runs of stairs at each floor are located in 
the center of the north side.    
 
The rear (east side) continues the pattern of rooms accessed by exterior walkways with 
polychrome metal railings. In the center of the east side is a rear wing, which creates a T-shaped 
plan. The north and south sides of this wing contain two back-to-back rooms on each floor with 
the same walkway treatment as in other elevations. The end wall of the rear wing is without 
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fenestration and is unadorned. The southeast corner of the property includes an irregular-shaped 
pool and an urn-shaped Prairie-style fountain. A two-flight concrete stair joins the pool deck 
directly with the second-floor guest level. The stair is supported by a single, sculptural concrete 
pier. The flat roof includes a concrete-block penthouse that houses mechanical equipment.  
 
The interior of the Downtowner is organized around a central elevator lobby. The lobby is open 
in plan with elevator cabs and enclosed stairs near the main entrance, opposite the reception 
desk. A north-to-south corridor provides access to the café, meeting rooms, fitness center, and 
offices.  The north end of the plan is occupied by a single event room.  Restrooms are located 
north of the lobby.  Most of the finish materials throughout reflect late 20th-century renovations.  
 
The guest floors, floors two through six, are identical with twenty-six rooms on each floor.  
These upper floors reflect the T-shaped plan and are accessible by two elevators located in the 
central breezeway. Stairs are located in the center of the motel near the lobby and at the north 
end. Guest rooms are accessed by concrete walkways lined with metal with metal handrails. The 
fenestration is an alternating rhythm of door-and-window unit that comprises each guest room. 
The rectangular-shaped guest rooms include a bathroom at the rear. The motel includes four 
suite-style rooms that each have a kitchenette and living room. Most rooms contain carpet floors, 
gypsum-board walls and ceilings with a textured finish. The bathrooms contain tile floors, 
gypsum-board walls and ceilings, and contemporary fixtures.  
 
 
Historic Integrity 
 
Hotels and motels, like restaurants, are vulnerable property types. They are frequently “updated” 
by owners who wish to make them appear more modish and fashionable.  These owners believe 
changes in the appearance of a building will keep existing customers and attract new ones.  This 
pattern is reflected in the Downtowner, which includes major and minor alterations to its historic 
design and historic materials (see figure 3).  These changes, described below, are significant but 
do not diminish the motel’s ability to convey its significance in the areas of commerce and 
architecture. It should be noted that the Downtowner is not significant as an example of an 
architectural style, but as a property type, a motel significant in Albuquerque because of its size 
and number of rooms. Changes to the motel since its completion include: 
 

In 2007-2008 a Post Modern-style synthetic stucco treatment was added to the west and 
south facades to delineate the main entrance and draw attention to the plain Central Avenue 
façade. These additive features can clearly be understood as new, but they do obscure the 
clarity of the basic rectangular form of the motel that made it a good example of the 
International Style. The stucco application to the south wall resulted in the loss of the mural, 
which featured Native American symbols. 
 
The original guest-room fenestration with full-height plate-glass windows have been altered 
and replaced. The existing windows are smaller single-light aluminum-framed windows.  
The original doors have been replaced with flush-panel metal doors.  
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The exterior railings originally featured porcelain panels and metal mesh panels.  The mesh 
panels have been replaced with solid metal panels. The railing and porcelain panels remain 
and have been painted.  
 
Storefronts located on the first floor have been replaced with aluminum storefronts or 
infilled with concrete block and stucco. The building originally featured lava rock at the 
entrances on 8th Street and Central Avenue, which has been replaced with glass block. 
Additional historic storefronts were removed. Access to the porte cochere on Central 
Avenue was blocked by a low concrete-block wall in the late 20th century.  
 
The interior plan remains intact, but most historic finishes were replaced in 2007-2008. 
 

The Downtowner Motor Inn retains sufficient integrity to convey its significance.  It retains 
historic integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association.  
These aspects of integrity, especially design and materials, exist in varying degrees, but the 
motel retains the character-defining features that enable it to be understood as significant in the 
areas of commerce and architecture.    
 
 
Contributing and Noncontributing Resources 
 
The motel is counted as one contributing building. 
The pool is counted as one contributing structure. 
The parking lot is counted as one contributing structure. 
The fountain is counted as one contributing object. 
 
There are no noncontributing resources associated with this nomination. 
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_______________________________________________________________ 
8. Statement of Significance 

 
 Applicable National Register Criteria  
 (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register  
 listing.) 

 
A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 

broad patterns of our history. 
  

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.  
 

C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.  
 

D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or 
history.  

 
 
 Criteria Considerations  
 (Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.) 

 
A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes 

  
B. Removed from its original location   

 
C. A birthplace or grave  

 
D. A cemetery 

 
E. A reconstructed building, object, or structure 

 
F. A commemorative property 

 
G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years  

 
 

 
 

x
 
  

x
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Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions.)  
Commerce__________  
Architecture_________  
___________________  

 
Period of Significance 
1965-1970__________ 
___________________ 

 
 Significant Dates  
 1965_______________  
 ___________________ 
  

Significant Person 
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 
N/A________________  
___________________  

  
 Cultural Affiliation  
 ___________________  
  
 Architect/Builder 
 Burke & Beaty Architects 
 ___________________  
 ___________________ 

 
 
Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes 
level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any 
applicable criteria considerations.)  
 
The Downtowner Motor Inn is significant at the local level under National Register Criterion A 
in the area commerce because it is an exceptional example of a mid-20th-century motel on Route 
66 in Albuquerque. Most motels in Albuquerque were located on the edges of town or along the 
newly constructed Interstate highways. The Downtower was built to capitalize on convention 
center business and other downtown events, with plain, inexpensive rooms. Located on Central 
Avenue (Route 66), the six-story International Style Downtowner competed with older one-and-
two motels and more expensive downtown hotels. The Downtowner is significant at the local 
level under National Register Criterion C in the area of architecture because the motel, which 
operated as the Downtowner in Albuquerque from 1965 to 1972, is the largest motel built on 
Route 66 in Albuquerque, and represents a new type of motel that was smaller than the large 
downtown hotels, but larger than the existing Route 66 motels. The Downtower is represented 
under the property type F 6., Hotels/Campgrounds/Tourist Courts/ Motels in the multiple 
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property documentation form, “Historic Properties Associated with U.S. Highway 66, from 
Chicago to Santa Monica, 1926 to 1985.”1 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of 
significance.)   
 
 
The Motel in America after the Second World War 
 
Motel design after the Second World War focused on providing guests with clean, inexpensive 
rooms, plenty of parking, and recreational amenities.  These lodgings were often organized 
around large courtyards rendered as informal outdoor “lobbies.” These courtyards often included 
a swimming pool, or a park-like setting for picnics and relaxation. Parking was located in front 
of buildings adjacent to the guest rooms.  Rooms sometimes included a pool-side patio. Multi-
story motels provided parking in a ground-level carport, where guests accessed a small elevator 
or stair from the lobby.  
 
The prosperity that followed the war resulted in more recreational travel among Americans. In 
1956 the average American income was fifty percent higher than in 1929. Middle-class 
households had more money and more time for leisure pursuits.  Architectural Record estimated 
that in 1952, eighty-six percent of travelers relied on cars and that in 1953, forty million people 
nationwide, two-thirds of those traveling by car, would stop at a motel. Florida in the 1950s 
supported 5,000 motels, and was second only to California in the number of motels in the U.S.   
 
Both hotels and “mom and pop” motels in the early 20th-century remained small businesses.  The 
large chains and the strategy of “place-product-packaging” embedded in American travel culture 
did not appear until the late 1950s. Beginning in 1929 the Alamo Plaza Hotel Courts chain in 
Texas pioneered the concept of uniformity of design. Subsequent chains in 1950s, which 
emphasized uniformity of design, include Travelodge, Holiday Inn, and Howard Johnson’s. 
 
In the 1950s architects were seldom involved in the design of small owner-managed motels. 
“Mom and pop” operations were built by contractors.  Motel owners prioritized site selection and 
clusters of competing motels or an exceptional design that could compensate for a less-than-ideal 
site. A motel built on the wrong side of a highway or with low visibility from the road could 
reduce its prospects for success. Locations near restaurants or with a restaurant associated with 
the motel could increase its base of customers. Motel restaurants that provided breakfast and 
lunch were more likely to succeed than full-service restaurants. Motels also provided high-end 
finishes and noise-and-light controls to compete with nearby motels and downtown hotels.  
The standards for motel design continued to evolve and began to include the work architects. 
Norman Giller, a Miami architect, recommended: 1) spectacular facades as advertising; 2) 
attractive lobbies; 3) recreational activities, including television, and 4) kitchenettes for 
                         
1 Michael Cassidy, “Historic Properties Associated with U.S. Highway 66, from Chicago to Santa Monica, 1926 to 
1985.” Multiple Property Documentation Form. (National Park Service, 2012), 111. 
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vacationing families. Giller recommended added facilities and services for destination resort 
motels, including a wading pool, boating facilities, coffee shops, cocktail lounge, golfing-and-
baby-sitting services.2  
 
 
Mid-20th -Century Motel Design in Albuquerque 
 
Albuquerque continued to grow and prosper in the 1950s, with its population nearly doubling 
between 1950 and 1960, spurred by the expansion of Sandia National Laboratories, Raymond G. 
Murphy VA Medical Center, and Kirtland Air Force Base. Motels continued to increase, 
accounting for thirty-five percent in 1948 and nearly sixty-three percent of lodgings by 1958.3 In 
Albuquerque, development shifted from downtown to the East Mesa. Route 66 remained a draw 
for tourists through the 1960s, when motels began to follow modernist design principles with 
larger steel-and-glass buildings. New chain motels included many of the same guest amenities 
found in motels built a decade earlier, including pools, recreational opportunities, cafes, bars, 
conference rooms, and restaurants. Chain motels built in Albuquerque include Travelodge, 
Desert Sands, the Sundowner, and Tropicana Lodge.4 These new modern motels were between 
one and three stories and covered walkways provided access to the increased number of rooms.    
 
By the 1960s, motel design moved away from earlier one-and-two story designs as chains 
became more popular. Motel chains, which had greater access to financing, recognized an 
opportunity to expand their market from tourists to business travelers and even local residents. 
Historically, motels centered on efficiency, economy, and self-service.  Hotels focused on 
service and luxury. New motel chains sought to blend elements of the traditional motel and hotel, 
while applying modernist principles to building design. The proliferation of motel chains 
resulted in the standardization of larger, modernist forms.  Larger motels with greater amenities 
attracted families, business travelers, and local residents.  
 
Motel architecture was less traditional and more modern than previous motel forms. In 
Albuquerque, most of these new motels were located near the newly constructed interstate 
highways. Motels, including the Holiday Inn East, Cross Roads Motel, Imperial 400 Motel, and 
the White-Winrock Hotel, were constructed near the interchange of I-25 and I-40.5 These motels 
were taller and constructed in the International Style, which emphasized basic geometric forms, 
modern materials, no ornament, and no references to past architectural styles. Motels focused on 
ease of vehicular and pedestrian access, with porte cocheres and carports. Instead of hotel valets, 
motel guests would check in at the office, then park their cars in an open lot, carport, or 
underground parking garage. Like hotels, the first floors of motels were utilized for public 
spaces, such as the lobby, while upper floors housed modular guest rooms. Hotels contained 

                         
2 See Sarah Giller Nelson and Norman M. Giller, Designing the Good Life: Norman M. Giller and the Development 
of Miami Modernism (Gainesville, FL.: University Press of Florida, 2007). 
3 John A. Jakle, Keith A. Sculle, et al. The Motel in America (Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 
1996), 304. 
4 Ibid., 306-307. 
5 Ibid., 308-310. 
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grand lobbies and elevators to carry guests to their rooms on double-loaded corridors. Motels, in 
contrast, often featured exterior accessibility to upper floors with stairs and exterior walkways, 
allowing guests to access their rooms and bypass the lobby.  Floor plans emphasized a single file 
of rooms or back-to-back rooms, which eliminated the need for interior corridors and maximized 
efficiencies in construction. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Developmental history/additional historic context information  
 
Downtowner Motor Inns 
 
The Memphis-based Downtowner Corporation operated its own motels and franchised the 
Downtowner brand. The Downtowner Corporation, which was organized in 1958, planned for its 
Downtowner Motor Inns to be centrally in downtown areas of small towns and large cities, near 
large hotels or convention centers. The motel, with limited amenities, capitalized on more 
economical customers already attracted by other businesses. The company mostly hired local 
architects to design their motels.  
 
Downtowners were nearly all designed in a form of modernism, though some incorporated 
regional elements. They are rectilinear in form with flat roofs, open balconies, a first-floor lobby 
with a restaurant, and open walkways on the upper floors.  The motels sometimes featured an 
Expressionist reinforced-concrete entrance canopy.  The metal-balcony railings often had 
colorful decorative panels or geometric designs.  Most motels were between two and six stories 
in height, though taller examples were built.   
 
The Downtowner Motor Inn and Bathhouse, constructed in 1965 in Hot Springs, Arkansas, was 
designed in the International Style with rectangular massing, bands of white-concrete railings 
marking eight of its ten stories, and an end-wall with ribbon windows. 6  The Hot Springs 
Downtowner is larger than most Downtowners.  Its ten stories include a two-story lobby that 
includes contains a registration desk, lobby, restaurant, and gift shop. It is also monochromatic.  
Many Downtowners, such as those in Greenville, South Carolina, Wheeling, West Virginia, and 
Chattanooga, Tennessee, feature street-facing end walls covered in a grid of colored panels in a 
Mondrian-like composition.   
 
The Downtowner in Santa Fe is located at the northwest corner of West Alameda Street and Don 
Gaspar Avenue in the Santa Fe Historic District. It is the second of two such motels built in New 
Mexico. The Santa Fe motel is not typical of Downtowners because it was designed in the 
Spanish Pueblo Revival style and does not include elements of modernism.  As plans for the 
Downtowner in Albuquerque were underway, the chain was rapidly expanding with thirty-two 
motels in operation, seventeen under construction, and another twenty-six nearing completion. 
 
 
                         
6 “Downtowner Motor Inn and Bathhouse,” National Register of Historic Places registration form, 2017.  On file at 
the National Park Service, Washington, D.C.  
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The Downtowner Motor Inn in Albuquerque 
 
Planning for the new Downtowner Motor Inn in Albuquerque began as early at 1963.7 The 
downtown site on Route 66 was chosen because it was a popular tourist destination. Ground 
breaking on the new Motor Inn began on July 25, 1964. The Albuquerque Downtowner, the 
forty-ninth motel in the chain, opened one year later in 1965.8 Company executives planned a 
five-story building with 163 rooms, for a total cost of $1,750,000. In speaking with the 
Albuquerque Journal about the project, H.G. Hall, a principal of the company, was “delighted to 
be bringing the Downtowner to Albuquerque, which is now experiencing such aggressive 
downtown growth and revitalization.” Architect James L. Burke of Burke & Beaty Architects in 
Memphis, Tennessee, refined the design to include six stories and 145 rooms. The planned 
development was also set to feature a 183-car parking lot and heated swimming pool at the 
ground level. The interior was to have a meeting room, cocktail lounge, and a series of shops. 
The motel was supported with a reinforced-concrete frame.9 Burke designed the building with 
Native American symbols on the Route 66 façade that offered regional appeal.10   
 
Upon opening, the hotel employed thirty-five staff and an additional fifty workers to manage 
food and beverages. The motel offered amenities to its guests, including free television, which 
was a luxury in the mide-1960s, hi-fi music, and oversized beds. Each room included individual 
heating-and-cooling units. As a draw for families travelling on Route 66, children under thirteen  
stayed without charge.11 Located in the heart of downtown, the Albuquerque Downtowner served 
local residents, who utilized the event room to host group meetings and events including, the 
Albuquerque Press Club, Downtown Lions Club, Kiwanis, the University of New Mexico, and 
Chamber of Commerce.12 The “Downtowner Lounge” offered patrons a full bar and hosted lived 
music.   
 
The Downtowner closed in 1972 mostly because of the completion of Interstate highways I-25 
and I-40 by 1970, which rendered U.S. Route 66 obsolete for long-distance travelers.  Following 
the Second World War downtown businesses and residents moved to the East Mesa. The 
Downtowner Motor Inn vacated the building in 1972, following the sale of the company to Aetna 
Life and Casualty Insurance.13 Since the Downtowner Motor Inn vacated the building in 1972, 
the company was sold four times in two years. During the 1980s, more than twenty Downtowner 
locations remained in operation. By 1993 only two locations remained and currently there are no 
Downtowner Motor Inns in operation.  In 1972 the Albuquerque Downtowner was converted to a 
Quality Inn.14 The motel has since undergone numerous changes in and ownership including: 
                         
7 “New Hotel In Downtown Area Planned.” Albuquerque Journal, May 21, 1963.  
8 “Ground Broken,” Albuquerque Tribune. July 25, 1964; “Motor Hotel Work Starts,” Albuquerque Journal. July 
24, 1964. 
9 “New Motor Inn Will be Erected at Eighth, Central.” Albuquerque Tribune, December 1, 1963.  
10 “Southwestern Influence,” Albuquerque Tribune, August 8, 1965. 
11 New Downtown Motel is Open,” Albuquerque Journal, June 6, 1965. 
12 Jordan Smith, "Downtowner and Rowntowner Motor Inn Directory—Fall, 1968," Cardboard America. December 
01, 2016. Accessed August 13, 2018. https://cardboardamerica.org/2016/12/01/downtowner/. 
13 Smith. 
14 Ibid. 
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Quality Inn, Ramada Inn-Downtown, Downtown Inn, Quality Inn—Central, Quality Inn—
Downtown, Ramada Inn-Downtown, El Centro Plaza, and most recently, the Hotel Blue in the 
late 1990s. The Hotel Blue renovations in 2007-2008 included the exterior alterations and 
updated interior finishes in lobby and guest rooms.15 The Downtowner Motor Inn has been 
vacant since 2017. 
 
 
 
 

                         
15 “The Hotel Blue, Albuquerque: About Us, Our History.” http://www.thehotelblue.com/about-us?p=our-history 



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB No. 1024-0018      
 
Downtowner Motor Inn  Bernalillo, NM 
Name of Property                   County and State 
 

15 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
9. Major Bibliographical References  
 

Bibliography (Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form.)      
 

Albuquerque, New Mexico, Hudspeth’s City Directories: 1972, 1973. Hudspeth City Directory 
Co. 

 
Cassidy, Michael. Route 66 Corridor National Historic Context Study. National  Park Service. 

December 15, 2004. Accessed September 26, 2018. 
http://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/viewdoc/download?doi=10.1.1.174.1846&rep=rep1&type=pdf 

 
Cassidy, Michael., “Historic Properties Associated with U.S. Highway 66, from Chicago to 

Santa Monica, 1926 to 1985.” Multiple Property Documentation Form. National Park 
Service: March 3, 2012. 

 
“Downtowner Inn Opens its Doors.” Albuquerque Tribune. June 4, 1965. 
 
“Ground Broken.” Albuquerque Tribune. July 25, 1964.; “Motor Hotel Work Starts.” 

Albuquerque Journal. July 24, 1964. 
 
The Hotel Blue, Albuquerque: About Us, Our History.” http://www.thehotelblue.com/about-

us?p=our-history 
 
Jakle, John A., Jefferson S. Rogers, and Keith A. Sculle. The Motel in America. Baltimore, MD: 

Johns Hopkins University Press, 2002.79. 
 
“New Motor Inn Will be Erected at Eighth, Central.” Albuquerque Tribune December 1, 1963.  
 
“New Downtown Motel is Open.” Albuquerque Journal. June 6, 1965. 
 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps: 1957, 1964, 1970 
 
Smith, Jordan. "Downtowner and Rowntowner Motor Inn Directory – Fall, 1968." Cardboard 

America. December 01, 2016. Accessed August 13, 2018. 
https://cardboardamerica.org/2016/12/01/downtowner/. 

  
“Southwestern Influence.” Albuquerque Tribune. August 8, 1965. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB No. 1024-0018      
 
Downtowner Motor Inn  Bernalillo, NM 
Name of Property                   County and State 
 

16 
 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
Previous documentation on file (NPS):  
 
__x__ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested 
____ previously listed in the National Register 
____ previously determined eligible by the National Register 
____ designated a National Historic Landmark  
____ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey   #____________ 
____ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # __________ 
____ recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # ___________ 
 
Primary location of additional data:  
_ x__ State Historic Preservation Office 
____ Other State agency 
____ Federal agency 
____ Local government 
____ University 
____ Other 
         Name of repository: _____________________________________ 
 
Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): ________________ 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

10. Geographical Data 
 

 Acreage of Property:   Approximately 1.097 acres 
 

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates (decimal degrees) 
Datum if other than WGS84: __________ 
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places) 
 
1. Latitude:  35.085686 Longitude:  -106.655886 
 
 
Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 
 
The nominated property is indicated by a heavy red line on an attached map drawn to scale 
and corresponding to the point of latitude and longitude. 

 
Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 
  
The nominated boundary includes the intact parcel historically associated with the 
Downtowner Motor Inn. 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
11. Form Prepared By 
 
name/title:  Lee Riccetti and Cindy Hamilton__________  
organization:  Heritage Consulting Group_____________ 
street & number:  15 W Highland Avenue, Suite D______  
city or town:  Philadelphia    state:  PA    zip code:  19118 
e-mail:  chamilton@heritage-consulting.com___________ 
telephone:  (215) 248-1260_________________________ 
date:  March 18, 2019_____________________________ 
 
 
State Historic Preservation Office 
name/title: Steven Moffson, State and National Register Coordinator 
organization:  New Mexico Historic Preservation Division________  
street & number:  407 Galisteo Street, Suite 236________________  
city or town:   Santa Fe______ state:  New Mexico____ zip:  87501  
telephone:  505.476.04444__________________________________ 
date:  March 20, 2020______________________________________ 

 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Additional Documentation 
 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

 
• Maps:   A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's 

location. 
    

•  Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous 
resources.  Key all photographs to this map. 

 
• Additional items:  (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.) 
  
 
Photographs 
Submit clear and descriptive photographs.  The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels 
(minimum), 3000x2000 preferred, at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger.  Key all photographs 
to the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that number must correspond to 
the photograph number on the photo log.  For simplicity, the name of the photographer, 
photo date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on 
every photograph. 
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Photo Log 
 
Name of Property:  Downtowner Motor Inn 
 
City or Vicinity:  Albuquerque 
 
County:  Bernalillo State: NM 
 
Photographer:  Harvey Kaplan 
 
Date Photographed:  May 7, 2019 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: 
 
1 of 15.  Main façade viewed from Robinson Park, photographer facing southwest 

 
2 of 15.  Main façade (left) and south façade, photographer facing northwest 

 
3 of 15. South elevation on Central Avenue, photographer facing north. 

 
4 of 15. South façade, porte cochere, photographer facing northwest 

 
5 of 15. Main (west) elevation on 8th Street, photographer facing east. 

 
6 of 15. Main elevation, porte cochere, photographer facing east 

 
7 of 15. North elevation, photographer facing south  

 
8 of 15. East (rear) and north facades, photographer facing southwest 

 
      9 of 15. Pool and fountain (obscured by trees, south of pool), photographer facing south 
 

10 of 15.  Interior, lobby with reception desk, photographer facing south 
 

11 of 15. Interior, first-floor corridor, photographer facing south 
 

12 of 15. East façade, upper-floor outdoor walkways, photographer facing southwest 
 

13 of 15. East façade, outdoor walkway, photographer facing south  
 

14 of 15. Six-floor (typical) guest room, photographer facing southwest 
 

15 of 15. Six-floor (typical) guest room, photographer facing east 
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Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic 
Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.  Response 
to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 
et seq.). 
Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including  
time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form.  Direct comments regarding 
this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 
1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC. 
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Downtowner Motor Inn 
Bernalillo County, New Mexico 
 
Location Map 
 
National Register boundary   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB No. 1024-0018      
 
Downtowner Motor Inn  Bernalillo, NM 
Name of Property                   County and State 
 

21 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Downtowner Motor Inn 
Bernalillo County, New Mexico 
 
Sketch Map 
 
National Register boundary 
 
Approximate scale:  one inch = 30 feet 
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Figure 1. 
Downtowner Motor Inn 
Bernalillo County, New Mexico 
 
East and West Elevations 
 
No scale 
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Figure 2. 
Downtowner Motor Inn 
Bernalillo County, New Mexico 
 
Second Floor Plan 
 
No scale 
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Figure 3. Downtowner Motor Inn postcard, c.1964 
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Figure 4. “Groundbreaking Booked for Motel.” Albuquerque Journal. April 25, 1964. 
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Figure 5. “Ground Broken.” Albuquerque Tribune. July 25, 1964. 
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Figure 6. “New Downtown Motel is Open.” Albuquerque Journal. June 6, 1965. 
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Figure 7. “Downtowner Open House.” Albuquerque Journal. July 23, 1965.  
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Photographs 
 

 
1 of 15.  Main façade viewed from Robinson Park, photographer facing southwest 

 

 
2 of 15.  Main façade (left) and south façade, photographer facing northwest 
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3 of 15. South elevation on Central Avenue, photographer facing north. 

 

 
4 of 15. South façade, porte cochere, photographer facing northwest 
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5 of 15. Main (west) elevation on 8th Street, photographer facing east. 

 

 
6 of 15. Main elevation, porte cochere, photographer facing east 
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7 of 15. North elevation, photographer facing south  

 

 
8 of 15. East (rear) and north facades, photographer facing southwest 
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        9 of 15. Pool and fountain (obscured by trees, south of pool), photographer facing south 

 
 

 
10 of 15.  Interior, lobby with reception desk, photographer facing south 
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11 of 15. Interior, first-floor corridor, photographer facing south 

 

 
12 of 15. East façade, upper-floor outdoor walkways, photographer facing southwest 
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13 of 15. East façade, outdoor walkway, photographer facing south  

 
 

 
14 of 15. Six-floor (typical) guest room, photographer facing southwest 
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15 of 15. Six-floor (typical) guest room, photographer facing east 
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